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MAINE PEOPLE SPEAK

SUMMARY OF
REGIONAL PUBLIC HEARINGS OF
THE COMMISSION ON MAINE'S FUTURE
October 4 - November 15,1988

F ebruary 1, 1989

During October and November 1988, the Commission on Maine's Future
conducted a series o f seven public hearings across the State o f Maine. The hearings were
designed to provide the Commission with regional perspectives on the issues and
aspirations important to Maine people as they look to their future. This summary presents
an overview o f those hearings, the common themes and regional differences encountered
by the Commission as we traveled to Machias, Caribou, Rockland, Waterville, Bangor,
Farmington, and Portland.
The following discussion is not — and is not intended to be — a substantive
assessment o f public attitudes on state policy issues. Rather it is a brief and, we hope,
non-judgmental reporting o f issues and concerns about Maine's future raised at the
Commission's seven public hearings by those attending. Not surprisingly, the
identification o f issues facing Maine proved to be, throughout the hearing process, an
easier task than identifying solutions. The testimony received at these hearings will assist
the Commission as we complete our legislated mandate to identify trends shaping the
state's future as well as to learn how Maine people view their future. The testimony,
however, is only one component of the Commission's data collection process which will
also include scientific public opinion surveys, expert research and testimony and extensive
discussions with representatives o f numerous community and government interests and
organizations representing key aspects of Maine life.
T he Form at
Each hearing was conducted in two sessions. In the afternoon, the Commission
met with an invited group o f regional and community leaders in roundtable discussions.
These "focus groups" were designed to tap views from the widest possible range o f
constituencies and to identify a broad base o f regional issues. Participants included town
managers and school superintendents, foresters and farmers, merchants and trade
unionists, developers and entrepreneurs, representatives o f the poor and elderly ... and
more, (see Appendix A for a listing of participants and their affiliations).
During the evenings, the Commission held formal hearings open to all members of
the general public. The hearings in each region were promoted through a variety o f local
media including newspaper and radio news releases, public service announcements, flyers
and posters (See Appendix B for key media coverage o f hearings).

The Issues
Despite clear regional differences, Maine people appear to hold a common view of
life in Maine and the challenges o f Maine tomorrow. Participants throughout the seven
week hearing process identified thirteen basic issue areas. A "top tier" o f six issues tended
to dominate the discussions statewide while a lower tier o f issue areas varied in importance
among regions
Basic Issue Groups

First Tier Issues

Second Tier Issues

Growth
Education
Economic Base
Resource Use
Regionalism
Workplace

Transportation
Affordable Housing
Property Taxation
Health Care
Social Services
Waste Management
Aging Population

Growth
Not surprisingly, the general issue o f "growth" was consistently among the top
issues raised at all seven hearings with participants holding one o f the following three
positions:
One perspective favored no growth, in population or in economic development.
Proponents o f this view saw growth as environmentally and socially destructive, wasting
natural resources, destroying traditional communities and undermining quality o f life.
A second perspective viewed population growth with suspicion but accepted
economic growth as a needed component o f an improved quality o f life for all Maine
people. Proponents of this view seek slow, managed growth to minimize congestion,
social dislocation and environmental damage. They want exhaustive research into the
population carrying capacity o f basic regional resources like water supplies, open space,
roads and the unique, local sense o f place in their communities.
A third perspective considered growth as an opportunity for economic, social and
cultural development in Maine, provided that the process is sufficiently managed to
preserve the quality o f the state's natural environment.
Participants expressing each o f these perspectives were found at all seven hearings
although clearly the "no-growth" sentiment was strongest in areas currently experiencing
significant development pressures such as Farmington, Portland and Machias.

Education
The second consistently high ranking issue area in all regions was education,
topping the list at Bangor and Waterville, second among the issues at Portland, Farmington
and Caribou, and important if not dominant at Machias and Rockland. Views expressed
included concerns about the quality o f schools and teachers, the time allowed teachers to do

their jobs, the level of illiteracy among high school graduates, the attitudes and aspirations
o f students and the continued viability o f school financing based on the property tax. There
was widespread concern that students without special abilities, special needs or college
aspirations are being systematically neglected. Many participants felt that schools and
teachers are overburdened by mandates to provide health, social and vocational services far
beyond the "three R's" and viewed this as a fundamental problem interfering with
educational quality.
The challenge to higher education was seen principally as one o f continuing
adaptation to the needs o f older, "nontraditional" students, previously in the workforce or
managing households, who will return to the university and VTI systems for advanced
training and professional development or for retraining for a second or third career.
Greater coordination among the university, the state's independent colleges and the VTI's
was often emphasized as was the need for greater responsiveness by these institutions to
changing student and business needs.
Participants agreed that the agenda for the 21st century should clearly emphasize the
concept of life long learning. At all educational levels, closer links with business in areas
o f program planning, financing initiatives, quality control and guaranteed employment
opportunities before and after graduation were considered important, particularly by
participants in the northern and eastern regions.
Economic Base and The Workplace
Workplace issues were in the top tier statewide but received particular emphasis in
the northern region. Participants noted two interconnected and important trends which are
already shaping Maine's economic future: a shift to an information-based and service
economy and the increasing presence o f women in the workforce.
Participants at several hearings argued that the long term shift to an informationbased and service economy, driven in part by demographics, technology and global
competition, will require that Maine's workforce acquire the technical skills needed in the
changing economy. They pointed out that, while more than 90 percent o f Maine's labor
force in the year 1995 is already in the workforce today, experts predict that 50 percent o f
their jobs will be phased out or restructured — necessitating massive training and retraining
initiatives.
Participants also noted that greater numbers o f women entering the workforce
during the next 20 years would continue to transform traditional patterns o f work and
increasingly create the need for more flexible work arrangements and support services such
as adult and child day care.

Resource Use
Many participants in the Commission's regional hearings testified that Maine's rural
character and the resource industries that symbolize rural life - fishing, farming, and
forestry - are fundamental to our ideal vision o f Maine and "quality o f life." Even in
Southern Maine the loss o f an accessible rural land and recreational base has raised
questions about the region's overall capacity to absorb further growth.
In the rural northern, eastern and western parts o f the state where traditional
resource industries are considered viable, strong sentiment was expressed for preserving

the rural way of life by focusing economic development on resource based products
including nontraditional resource uses such as cranberry and aquaculture development,
tourism, and biomass fuel harvesting. In Caribou and Machias there was considerable
support for resource base diversification and secondary processing initiatives, tourism and
recreational development. In the remaining rural pockets o f central Maine, where the
continued viability o f traditional resource industries is in doubt, speakers advocated a
protectionist strategy for the resources and infrastructures that support farming, fishing and
forestry.
A more generalized strategy o f environmental and resource protection was a
common theme throughout the state, particularly with reference to water supplies and open
space. Recreational access was important statewide. Speakers in Aroostook County
warned that unlimited vehicular access would result in the destruction o f wilderness areas
while residents o f central and western Maine advocated further development o f rivers for
recreational use. Forest practices, focused on clearcutting, received considerable attention
not only in Farmington and Caribou but also in Rockland, Bangor and Portland. As with
growth, positions were split between those who wished to ban the practice and others who
saw the technique as useful if regulated under sustainable yield guidelines.
Regionalism
The need for improved regional management was cited as a top tier issue in each of
the Commission's seven hearings. Participants cited weaknesses in the current county
government system which, although the natural seat o f regional government, is generally
considered unequal to the task. It was pointed out that county lines no longer relate to
economic or demographic regions making effective regional management improbable.
Regional Planning Commissions, on the other hand, represent voluntary associations of
towns and lack any governmental authority to raise revenue or to impose solutions.
Although there was no consensus among participants as to any specific regional
restructuring, participants generally favored some new institutional arrangement which
would incorporate natural and human resource management, inter-region coordination of
economic and other development initiatives and improved regional data bases, information
sharing and informational flows with state government. Concerns expressed about a new
regional authority included the cost o f staffing, as well as the perceived loss o f local
autonomy and personal freedom which might accompany more efficient regional
management.
Regionalism appeared among the top five issue areas at Farmington and Machias
and dominated discussion as the top issue in Portland. In Bangor, regional management
was considered a low priority issue.

Second Tier Issues
Second tier issues, while given a lower priority statewide in hearing discussions,
were often regionally important. Transportation related issues were in the regional top tiers
at Farmington, Waterville and Rockland, while the burden and structure o f the property tax
system also reached into the top concerns at Farmington. This section reviews the second
tier issues in order o f their statewide ranking.

Top Issues By Region
Farmington

Waterville

Bangor

Caribou

Growth
Education
Economic Base
Resource Use
Regionalism
Property Tax
Transportation

Education
Workplace
Transportation
Resource Use

Education
Workplace
Resource Use
Growth

Economic Base
Education
Resource Use
Workplace

Rockland

Machias

Portland

Growth
Economic Base
Transportation

Growth
Economic Base
Resource Use

Regionalism
Education

Transportation
Transportation issues tended to be very specific and related to particular regional
requirements. The premier role o f good roads, and especially good four lane roads, in
economic development was widely acknowledged. On this basis, the preponderance o f
sentiment in most o f rural Maine favored improving key roads and economic corridors in
their areas. A small constituency in western Maine also recognized that population growth
also tends to follow good roads and, for that reason, saw highway improvement as a threat
to the region's rural quality o f life. Each region favored specific highway projects related
to both present and future population and economic needs.
Other forms o f transportation were also highlighted at individual hearings. A
regional airport serving Augusta-Waterville was seen as essential for local economic
growth. The preservation o f the state's rail infrastructure and abandoned roadbeds drew
comment at Waterville, Machias and Rockland. Development o f efficient and flexible mass
transit systems in the face o f an aging population base was seen as essential for continued
access to mobility in Rockland and Portland.

Affordable Housing
Participants at each hearing cited the lack of affordable housing as an outgrowth of
reduced federal support for elderly and low-income housing as well as inflated land and
housing values resulting from the state's unprecedented growth and land boom.
Suggested solutions generally followed the recently completed recommendations of
the Governor's Task Force on Affordable Housing that emphasize joint public-private
housing ventures, density incentives to private builders and revenue sharing incentives to
towns and the formation o f non-profit community housing corporations. Land trusts were
suggested in Portland, Rockland and Machias; speculation taxes on land in Machias and
Farmington.
A number o f other problems were included with affordable housing in some
regions. In Portland and Machias, the focus was on affordable housing near the workplace
- within commuting distance in Portland and on the coast in Machias. In Rockland, the
problem o f displacement o f long-time residents who cannot afford rising property taxes and
the middle income elderly who may lose their independence after illness drew the most
comment.

Property Taxation
Discussions focused on the property tax in all regions but were o f particular
concern in Farmington, Portland, Bangor and Rockland. While increasing demands for
services and infrastructure expansions were seen as contributing to rising property taxes in
growth towns, the state's role in exacerbating the problem drew considerable comment. A
loss o f local control over mill rates was seen as arising from the statewide redistribution of
income from wealthier to poorer towns through the reduction o f revenue sharing funds as
town valuations rise. Unfunded state mandates for landfill closings and education reform
were especially unpopular. The long term security o f school financing was considered
questionable in view of the increasing share of local budgets spent on the schools, the rate
of increase in local tax bills and the aging o f the Maine population.
Farmers and the elderly were cited as candidates for special property tax relief. A
desire to shift a greater share o f the total tax bill onto seasonal home owners surfaced in
Farmington and Machias. A shift to user fees and a closer match between specific taxes
and the services they fund had supporters in Portland and Bangor. Proposed solutions
included local option taxes on incomes, retail sales and services, Homestead relief which
cuts rates by half for primary residences while doubling the mill rate on all other property,
and regional systems o f tax and revenue sharing.

Health Care
Maine's health care system was described as fragmenting under the pressure of
rising costs. Rural hospitals, long term nursing care and home health care were described
as threatened with extinction under cost control programs o f the State, the Federal Medicare
system and private insurers.

Waste Management
Speakers throughout the state were concerned about the financial and environmental
costs o f solid waste disposal. Disposal costs may match education costs in municipal
budgets by the 1990's, according to one estimate, implying a 60 to 70 percent increase in
local revenue requirements. Testimony focused on long term solutions rather than the near
term need for incineration and secure ash landfills. Source reduction and recycling were
seen as the cheapest long run options, while the need for materials bans and the lack of
recycling markets for up to 70 percent o f the present waste stream were considered major
obstacles to instituting these solutions. State leadership in identifying or even organizing
recycling markets was believed to be essential.
Aging Population
The fundamental demographic shift in the age structure o f the population was
widely recognized throughout the state, but the scope o f this shift may be so vast that few
speakers were prepared to fully grasp the implications. While the need for an expanded
health care system, twenty years out, was generally considered to be inevitable, the current
problems of financing and reorganization within the system overshadowed longer term
considerations. The emerging structural problem o f more aging consumers and fewer
young producers was also noted as a general trend to be monitored. The recognition that
elderly people represent untapped resources within their communities rather than burdens
may develop over time into increasing emphasis on improved quality o f life for the elderly
and the expansion o f productive opportunities in retirement.

Structuring Solutions
The preceding discussion, not unlike the hearings themselves, has focused on issues,
rather than solutions. Where strategies were offered, however, consistent themes emerged:
Regions look to state government for the leadership functions o f problem identification,
guideline development, financing and technical assistance, but prefer to craft localized
solutions unencumbered by top-down mandates and inflexible regulations. The preferred
route to problem solving is by building on the capacity o f local institutions with training,
advice and financing, and turning to state level legislation only if local institutions fail.
Speakers throughout the state expressed a high opinion o f public-private
partnerships to achieve socially productive goals as well as an appreciation for purely
private initiatives in areas like land trust formation, affordable housing development and
educational improvement. The quality o f leadership in Maine, however, brought equally
widespread expressions o f doubt. Leaders at all levels o f government were considered
unable to get out in front o f difficult issues to generate support for action before problems
become acute. Waste and growth management, education and property tax reform were all
cited as having generated reactive solutions in a crisis atmosphere rather than proactive
planning at times when a greater choice o f options was available. A decline in citizen
participation in self government was also cited although participants attributed the decline to
increasing time pressures on the two-income family and the growing complexity o f
government rather than disinterest or disillusionment.

Conclusion
The preceding, as mentioned earlier, is a cursory summary o f issues raised at seven
public hearings throughout the state. The issues and accompanying implications are not
examined in depth here and should be viewed accordingly. This report should, however,
outline generally a commonalty o f themes across Maine as well as identify those issues
unique to specific regions.
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Focus Group Participants
in the
Regional Hearings
of the
Commission on Maine's Future

M achias

October 4, 1988

John Ahlin
University of Maine
Cooperative Extension Service

Sandra Prescott
Washington-Hancock
Community Agency

Jim Doyle
Eastport Port Authority

Tom Duym
Washington County VTI

Reinald Nielson
Whiting, Maine

Nick Greer
Washington County RPC

Ed Blackmore
Maine Lobstermen's Assn.

Ron Brand
UM Coop Extension Service

Fred Reynolds
U of Maine at Machias

Alan Brooks
Quoddy Region Land Trust

Brian Beal
U of Maine at Machias
C arib ou

October 13, 1988

James Baressi
Northern Maine RPC

Robert Soucy
Fort Kent, Maine

Louis Bone
Town of Houlton

Tim Crowley
Northern Maine VTI

Dr. Wayne Mowatt
MSAD #24

Phil Sullivan
Irving Forest Products

Ray Hews
R.D. Hews & Assocaites

J. Paul LeBlanc
Maine Potato Board

Don Tardie
J. Paul Levesque & Sons

Brian Thibeau
Aroostook Co. Actoun Program

Stephen Farnum
Senior Spectrum

Lee Miles
Cary Medical Center

Dave Peterson
Aroostook Medical Center

Mitch Lansky
Wytopitlock, Maine

Rockland

October 20, 1988

Kathy Smith
City o f Rockland

Dawn Genes
Time and Tides RC&D

Pat Jennings
Eastern Midcoast RPC

John Fosket
The Camden Conference

Alan Femald
Down East Magazine

Bill Terry
Town o f Montville

Jack Williams, Sr.
Knox Semiconductor

Capt. Stetson Hills
Maineport Council

Ron Philips
Coastal Enterprises, Inc.

Mike Bush
Eastern Me. Development Corp.

Don Green
City o f Rockland

Chris Legore
UM Midcoast Learning Ctr.

Dana Totman
Coastal Economic Development

Muriel Scott
Senior Spectrum

Don Grant
Town o f Searsport

Chuck Baker
Coastal Transportation

Douglas Fredericks
MS AD #5

Peter Wintle
Midcoast Human Resources Cncl.

Waterville

October 26, 1988

Mark Johnson
Fleet Bank

Charles Conley
Central Maine Labor Council

Duke Albanese
MSAD #47

Ray Richard
Kennebec Valley CAP

Harry Faust
Waterville, Maine

David Bernier
City of Waterville

Paul Mitchell
GHM Agency

Richard Larochelle
Irving Tanning Co.

Elery Keene
Northern Kennebec RPC

William Spolyar
Mid-Maine Medical Center

Barbara Woodlee
Kennebec Valley VTI

Joseph Ezhaya
Comm, on Waterville's Future

Frank Harding
Comm, on Waterville's Future

Debra Halm
Senior Spectrum

Ann Beverage
City of Waterville

Andre Pied
Skowhegan High School

William Cotter
Colby College

Paul Jacques
Waterville Housing Authority

Rep. Ruth Joseph
Waterville, Maine

Henry Magnuson
Paper Industry Information Office

Bangor

November 1, 1988

Gordon Manuel
Great Northern Paper Co.

Edward McKeon
City o f Bangor

Tom Sawyer
Sawyer Environmental Recovery

Scotty Stowell
Bangor Chamber o f Commerce

Robert W. Foster
R.H. Foster, Inc.

G. Clifton Eames
N.H. Bragg & Sons

Jean Dieghan
Winslow Investment Co.

Edward Barrett
City o f Bangor

Robert W. Brandow
Eastern Maine Medical Center

Marie Baker
Town o f Hampden

William Beardsley
Husson College

Michael Aube
Eastern Maine Development Corp.

Charles O'Leary
Maine AFL-CIO

John Hauptman
Acadia National Park

Steve Thornburg
Eastern Maine VTI

Charpes Newton
Penquis CAP

Herb Gilsdorf
City o f Ellsworth

John Hansen
UM Bureau o f Labor Education

Madeline Freeman
Eastern Maine Task Force on Aging

Farmington

November 10, 1988

James Bowse
Franklin Hospital

Dana Bradley
Town o f Farmington

Warren Cook
Sugarloaf Mountain Corp.

John Durham
Franklin Savings Bank

John Jaworski
Androscoggin Valley COG

Preston Jordan
Town o f Carrabassett

Bob Kimber
Town o f Temple

Evelyn McAllister
Rangeley Chamber of Commerce

Tom McAllister
Saddleback Mountain

Eloise Moreau
Senior Spectrum

Peter Webber
Sugarloaf Mountain Corp.

Charles Noonan
Town o f Jay

Rev. Scott Planting
Farmington, Maine

Dr. Lawson Rutherford
MS AD #9

Mark Sullivan
Western Mountains Alliance

Portland

November 15, 1988

Michael McGovern
Town o f Cape Elizabeth

Katherine Buiteweg
Northeast Management

Roxane Cole
Ram Hamden, Inc.

Pamela Plumb
City o f Portland

William Richards
Vision 2000

Fred Thompson
WCSH-TV

Paul Haskell
Alfred Shelter

Fred Nutter
WCSH-TV

David Sweet
Kennebunk-Wells Water District

Tom Wood
Maine Coast Heritage Trust
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Press Coverage
of the
Regional Hearings
of the
Commission on Maine's Future
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j boards who are pushed up against the ! ectmomy] not a service economy, and | Governor and 20 by the Legislature,
it takesan enormous amount of land i ^ ' T d like to r a t o a I gcoiMnend£T‘
wall handing out permits,” said John
! Ahlin of the Cooperative Extension
^ - - - ......—
” | u -n' that wfi^^hqanb^nd^craimit- j
Service. .
'
. .]
1 tees are formed, please make an ef- j
f Another topic brought up during
' fort to get representatives from all '
the afternoon and evening public ses
; parts of the state,”- said Hinson.** j
sion was the proposed incinerator ash
Much of toe evening session was j
dump in Washington County’s
f devoted to concerns with the state’s j
Township 30.
*■role in pres'erving coastal access and
| Cathy Cook of Cherryfield told the
i the state’s resourced for native
commission that, although she had
Mainers.;After approximately two
originally started out “arguing with
hours, a'woman rose and told the
people here that the Department of
'commission that she and her hus
Environmental Protection is on our
band, who had been sitting quietly
side,” she believes as a result of her
throughout the discussion, were
participation in the process that it is
■“from away.”’- -1 ' "
“Washington County versus the State
V “We’ve, been* afraid to speak
of Maine.” ‘
; because we’re from away,” she said,
“If the State of Maine decides the
t. “We’ve been coming to Maine for
solution to the state’s solid waste
" vacations for 13 years from Indiana
problem is Washington County, then
i and we just purchased land on Camit’s insurrection time,” said.Cook.
pobello. I’d like to suggest that you
“All we’ve got here is our environ
;■determine how best you canutilize
people from away. We’d do much
ment.”
State Rep. James R. Coles (D-more for Maine than we’d do for In
Harpswell), a commission member,
diana.!’,: .m e
.;U.
.
is also a member of the Joint Stand
ing Committee on Energy and ^
Natural Resources' and was a*
member of the study committee that
| developed the state plan that calls for
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CARIBOU; M A I N E ^ i^ l

residents and
mission on
during' two1
Motor Inn"'®'
' ; Intone
com m ission
testimony
them Maine
noon session was amended by a
dif'a lot 'of proplels^fei^^, xecuti,ve? director;: of •the
Area Agency on Aging said;
ty of municipal and industryle^dera
^essidne.?f Arposi
should; be!
i representing interests as varied as,;
health care, and the; eld
agriculture and organized labor*
An__1
evening
openedniinn/4
t^ the^:
gkams
iri
__L
lT*session,
.i..
_ sparsely
c- U»
Dn<i1n
general
public,
was
a^d-^byPaub.Fo^erJMby-.of
t
h
e
^ '(today’s) 60-i
ed, but lasted three hours as.commis-J?sity of Maine-Presque Isle, who
^
to be with us!
sion members asked questions and the public needs »«
going to oemui us.
to h*
be educated on the
the/ to.65-year^lt»are
in20years/.’ Farnham said. ‘‘..-.There •
sought advice from the audience., ; ’•% importance ° f
,ediJcatl0^;' «♦”‘should tie"retraining/ especially for'
; : the
rtia elderly,
olfierlw 'those
nnnrftaehinaretireOur task is^to develop a^visi(m:p^/4§v^ ^ !f^ V j^ :^ 2
^
those approaching
retireI series of visions for Maine’s'future^' Tim Crowley of the Northern Maine mentage, and a fundamental change';
that reflects the priorities. ?nd,yfllues.;.,Vocational ^Technical In stitu te/in attitude about how w? took at the.;
of Maine citizens,” said Annette Ross predicted “the technologies is where,reldCT^r^^;./ //-'. >•
:
Ai
*Anderson, chairman of the commis- our'growth will come from," adding^f.Thd director’added that' the;“vast.g
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.

’ >!f lv.;ii&prV.J

'•***?/' ■mnii-t: r.
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co n cern s ab q *-- .
majority” of elderly citizen^are not a # ‘^ q U a li^ o f life is f 9^ t h i n g ^ p r ^ s u m m ^ J e m Main? are not
problem. “They’rea resource.’’
could/lose &
>
“S
'
®
a
•Dwight Stickles of Caribou/ a'
. powlCT-Mby^f^MPlTaid educaveteran industrial arts teacher for the vice Co. Vice President Fred Bustard.
F ^ i d d sc b o o ? ^ tm ,‘s p o t e v t o t e ^ ^ t h e s a i d . ^ i s : «oh «
to m ^ during the
the evening
evening hearing
hearing atjput
about aa-'d limited impact we can have on theu„
_8__ 6 ...
during
e
n
^
m
i
S
w
e
”have“to
limit”thair
development.
She cited'the'univefe'
reduced work ethic in today’s
impact.-”
:
h
“
'
;
.
:
sity’s
new
economic.
development
! students. “The work ethic is lower
ii than 15 or 20 years ago. The genera-"
1tion of parents that are sending their ’- Education leaders “have done a very, very poor job in planning
i children to school have a work ethic, for the future. W e’ve been looking in the rear mirror and not oiit the:
but the students don’t have it
¥t
/<;
".’l
themselves,” he said.
; ,f? . wi ndow. ’
W ayne Mowajt
“That has to be turned around with
. SAD 24 Superintendent
education and community,’’ he con
tinued. “Attitude is the problem. It’s
nota mental problem.”
State Sen. Donald F .. Collins of center as a resource that will link
Quality of life
educational in stitution s with;.
ir n ^ io / s k ilje d t

could be compromised in the future if 1 the city of Portland was named in a
the region's natural resources and en- ’ study released Thursday as oneof the
vironment are exploited.'
. top 100 “most stressful cities in
Citizens agreed northern. Maine. America.
...
_ .. . •
needs continued business growth, but 1 “I don t think "°.r* ernJ ^ 1 ®f ,
not an avalanche that would bury the anxious to be identified as a stressful
beauty and quality of the land and place to live, he^said.
Another citizen offered, “The
waters.

^comes even m°re Pressmg, V
in the future.
Ray Hews, a Presque Isle business l
and agriculture consultant, said there
is a “continued move” for business to
move to northern Maine, /but lack of
labor will be a problem
(Continued on page 3)
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R e s id e n t s a f ^ l B n t W I I d a
:■'■■'*4.
‘
Jl! 'By Diana Graetline
m w ?E as1 mirea^s

c.
MACHIAS i£*r Twenty. rHfdenfei
! who attendedl publfc hearing
I daysponsore4,by theComm^l
• Maine’s Future discussed ^several
; key issues '— unbridled develop-'
; menti bad rMdg afrd ah ash iandfuF
— that they believed would haVaant
’ impact,on, Washington County >and
' Maine,'in th<j next $) years,’Tliq puff,
lie hearing was the first ofsevenre^
gional public hearings’to bS held in1’
Maine.
:
“We are, here to gather, informa^,
tion and to ask each of you to fi^lpl
, develop" a vision oh series of visions f
for Maine’s future1 that reallydri1 ’
■fleets the values, priorities' and ex-

b e tte r r o a d ¥ in th e f u t u r e :
---------------------— ----------------- iJ U

‘haveet——
'going-t$ haye toUderiti
Ithoset'resbufcest which-

;fohu6u5;ii)cptnp:

cari/bontinue^----------- -----------boom that We hhvd^’tHiJ Vtdfe tt lli
i Pennell said that ipanyipfeopje bej4
’lieved that ,ther$ jyaji;ap iMmiteflk
tsupply of,dean wateh lh Washlngton_
:tawniy;' tte'M id^t'althou^i ther^>
;twas an abundant sUpply$f clean wa-f

plan of p rotection

.-If'

*£V- said that.the: roai.
were a'stati
would need help.from its neighbors
ment. “Our roads
■?:

* * W d tf& 'f b r ii^ ^

„* tlfe state tbpfotebj a large'aquifer in?? ^ t % X ? C ^ M H © i w a y D*
tho
rVrrtiV»l«QJrtr» on
nn Maine’s
Maino’a Future?
fftihiito** i®
the Commission
^western ^ a^ dn ^ ^ C w m ^ . Hd said
partmept comes along and lays just
!• The commission was established'!
an' inch, or 2 of hot top and thinks .It
that it was riot logical to turn Washin 1987 by the 113th' Main£ Legislar i ington County into a large dumping.,? will,take care of the trucks. ... Thej£
v ture to,‘-‘recommend a desirable.and ^ground fofasn from a Waste irieme^^'reason we'don’t have a lot of income!^
j feasible description of the state’sfu-' i .ator in Orrington and jeopardize the , coming into Washington County iflfo
ture, including an integrated and
i progressive: plan for, reaching! ther I future of the county’s, clean,w a te r y # because businesses,won’t come herein
goals contained in that description;’’^ ! , Last year. Penobscot Energy Re? bec^.use of our fo a d s,R o u te 9 is apt
- the dw
n^
In a prepap ’ 'release
’
.......
. L| corny Facility of Omngton sought J .example of a pwy road. Number 9 ^ .
lad sereraV S raffi^
#proval,fr6ni; the Department; of «*», a tacldng h u b , and if yotf.dare U%
mission said it -aa
,
.
,
several questions
E^rivii-onmentalt Protection ttf eon-au dnye ori it/ you might make it tafe
that were “fundamental to the devel
30 to be^f/.Bangor,’khe said*;.
.»ny h fe
opment of: a long-term, vision/ando u 1struct a landfill in.Township
. .
■
* Other Jkey issues identified at the* 4
strategic plan for Maine,” ,
v'
• What do we cherish moist about.
Maine and wish to preserve ?,Wha(‘
, would we change? < i ■- ii Jii)
■■ • What is the collective vision of 1Maine people for our state’|future?&j
■ • What trends or events enhance ‘
or threaten this vision?'' **.# H a
Opponents of the proposed secure^: | aUiered at its seven regional public&i
What is our individual and coK landfillhavemaintafnedthatthesite
learirigs,, develop some, strategies!
lectiye capacity to anticipate andre-’ Jiii of the landfill is adjacerit to the Mo- * and present those strategies onThel'i
spona to'change? '
pang aquifer,: a water source that
state’s future to the public,' tlfe go\f-i£t
• How might we enhance our cafi g r e e d s |pto the Machias river.. r a % ernor and the Legislature sometimw^
pacity to manage change and shape;- a P f i . W h i t n e y y i l l e j j ^ n e x t y e a r f y .
. ^s| %
the future?.
/ rrv » "‘xjmt'ta
‘‘Technological advances and a faV
pidly changing economic and Socialh
order! in Maine are profoundly af^
fecting every aspect of life in our
state, Understanding how^ithese,
trends will affect ourselves^ our fam-;
ilies arid bur institutions is critical if
we wish to’preserve what is uniquely ;
Maine while seeking the most secure
and prosperous future possible, for,
all our citizens,” the release'stated. « Nathan Pennell, director of the
Washington County Soil and Waterv;
Conservation District^ told the, qom^
mission that clean ,watef/apdr,
planned growth were' critical to'
Washington County’s future?'-‘There’-:
C z

%
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Residents’ concerns for future run the gamut
& Aroostook
C B> Gloria Ftaanerv
Crairil Aroosuwe burrai

'CARIBOU rr The Ira Irung and retraining of. residents in Aroosiirk
Courty to prepare them for future
jot*, economic growth, the protec
tion of natural resources, transpor
tation. recreation and tourism sere
concerns expressed during sessions
held is Caribou by the Commission

lives heard testimony from Caribou
High School pupils, community
leaders and the public about their
visions for the county in the next 20
years. The ‘0-member commission
was created by the Maine Legisla
ture in vta.
(
The Caribou meetings were secood in a series of seven to be held
throughout the state li solicit region

Cori^si^Qiri

/o /2 o ) < t^ r
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M aine'sFuture
Meets tonight

o

A state committee studying I
the path Maine should take in i
the future is scheduled for 6 p.m ,
(Thursday) t at f the i Rockland -j
Community Building.' ' • ^ W
;The meeting of the Com-! i
mission ■on Maine’s Future, is 1
holding' the public hearing^ to 1
gain opinions from residents on J
a wide range of issues.' fist* >f
Of particular interest is Mid
coast residents’ opinions about
the impact, tourism and popula
tion increases have had on natu
ral resource industries such as
•f I s h i n g.& c 6, m m i s s io n *
C hairw om ans^
j derson statedin a news release* ■
f£.Route L t& M c^¥ th efis M a s ’i
future are also expected to be
topics raised, she predicted.' *
During the ?afternoon,: the
com m ission1 will® m e et in 
formally with regional transpor
tation planners', economic dev
elopment officials, hum an
services representatives, fish-If
eries representatives and other
community lead ers^
“u I
^‘Most important,' however, is
the vision that Maine residents*
have for our state 20 years from?
now, ” the chairwoman stated. 1
This is the third in a series of
seven public hearings conducted
across the stated \ . l,;,..
'The community building, also
known as recreation center, is
located at the intersection of
Union and Limerock streets.

al views of priorities, expectations
and values for the future.
Annette Anderson, chairm an'of
the commission, said that evety re
gion deserves the opportunity to
prosper in the years ahead and the
commission wanted to see that
Aroostook County is not excluded.
Aroostook County commission
members are Jam es Carter of Washbum. Rep. Carolyn Mahany i ' Eas
ton and Roland Bums of Fort Kent.
A majority of the high school pu

pils who spqke said they pfanoedjo.
leave the area'afler graduation but
would stay if high-paying Jobs and
more leisure' and recreation activi
ties were available. . _
•.
At a roundtable discussion of com:
munity leaders in business, educa
tion. agriculture and health care,
concerns focused on the mechanics
of basic training for job drills and
funding for education programs (hat
would cring it about. Participant*
See CONCERNS da f i f e If .

Concerns for future run the gamut
from page I
said schools and businesses as well
as management and labor need to
work closely together for economic
growth; institutional competition for
the same available funding mav be a
problem.
At the public hearing Thursday
evening, participants talked about
balancing a need for economic
growth without losing the “flavor of
rural Aroostook County with its tra 
ditional values." Conscious and
comprehensive planning toward that
end was n eeded, co m m issio n
members said.
A major highway extending to the
northern part of the county and an
east-west highway would help im
prove tourism and commerce, resi
dents said.

wood-t
xl-to-energy plants,
A free trade agreement was _
as a• significant disadvi
disadvantage la
northern Maine in the forestry and
agriculture sectors.
v- . ^ __!
The commission plans to bold an
other round of meetings to receavepublic input in the seven regions be-'
fore making final recommendations
to the Legislature in the fall of 1989.“

Concerns also were raised about
the lack of skilled workers for local
businesses, the high cost of doing
bail Less for small and mediumsired enterprises and preservation
of northern Maine forest*.
Fears were exprc:«ed alo u t com
mercial clearcutting practices tfast
damage watershed basins and a per
ceived over-cutting of Maine's for
ests to fuel six pro p o sed

If

t

V

1}

tV- •—*—
■

■•'•' .>>•’*'/*

13 ™gh comparedwthsouthernand. blow that would result;from closing
" coastal regions, the>eremainsaneed Lorine Air Force Base1He said heis
for b’ainfOTwftrkprs TnnH n H «r« «,K« 4
“

v;:During^he^.evemngiif meeting,
businessman David Donovan told the
Commission* '

I,

posed^pulp^.
iv,. vegetable oiffactory and the commis%ygood i utilization of
^^hmted,, that perhaps. the*stated sion’s propped east-west highway s ^ j P n iiw tdfjihnhert <
could;sUbsidize. smaU-and>mediuim;?;p q ssib fe.fu t& e ^ efj^ ^
^ S ^ i £ j $ d 5S I
V^$rS|£g happen, but if it weh^.......
t
firafi'g down trees to buiid f m ^ lil *
-7
“;Toiiyiio6c : ui -•, ui uui uieiii iviame, using me outac-l was
workers is not a new theme': Business tory as an example of wfet coiild harf-' ifatt v ^ * It S r p ^ f ^ ?lsla,ture
leaders last year testified in Presque , pen if
^ report to lawmakers
Isle before the Governor’s Task Force
Plans of
pp.Economic Devdopmept-that^whUa^i. s^en¥* j ^ i n ^ ^ Q i^
'P/fc'/t&fcaSf :
n o r th e i^ in e ’^ o y S t
>Bfe7Carter; of'.^Washburn a and; Dr
Roland Biirtis of Fort Kentii is
’
•

‘- - - . a »W V ..,.
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Concerns A ir e d
For State C om m ission
Studying M a in e F uture
bv Stephen B etts
’ S taff W riter
The M idcoast is an a re a
steeped in natural beauty but
experiencing a growing crisis in
health care and affordable hous
ing. especially for its elderly.
Such was the picture painted
for the Commission on Maine's
Future during a public hearing
held Thursday evening at the
Rockland Community Building.
F ifte e n people atte n d ed at
various times during the even
ing.
The committee was formed in
1937 at the direction of the Maine
State Legislature and consists of
40 members from the private
and public sector. The comm it
tee is scheduled to present a
report to the Legislature next
year on the direction Maine
should take and offer strategies
to reach those goals.
The Rockland hearing was the
third of seven to be held across
the state.
The growing shortage of af
fordable health care and hous
ing dom inated the firs t 90
minutes of the hearing as repres e n t a t i v e s of th e e ld e r ly
addressed the eight commission
members in attendance.
Joyce Champlin, a form er
Rockland City Councilor and
now a member of the Retired
Senior Volunteers, said the el
derly are facing problems in
paying for their property taxes.
Champlin noted that a re
valuation of Rockland p ro 
perties was recently completed
and taxes are rising.
“Some are going to have a
hard time paying,” Champlin
noted.

Eunice Anderson, director of
the Retired Senior Volunteers,
said many elderly people now
face homelessness because of
the taxes brought on by sky
rocketing land prices.
She said a flexible tax base is
needed for property owners over
60 years old.
P eggy H aynes, e x e cu tiv e
director for the Methodist Con
ference Home, cited a shortage
of housing for the elderly and
stressed that current guidelines
for congregate housing projects
like the Methodist Home limit
residents to the very low in
come. Haynes said those people
who ‘‘did all the right things” by
saving for retirem ent are not
eligible because their incomes
are slightly too high yet they
need the minimal services, such
as housekeeping, that are of
fered in the congregate setting.
Haynes said the Methodist
Home regularly turns away
people strictly for reasons of
income eligibility. In addition,
the Home has a waiting list for
eligible people.
She also warned about the
health care crunch that has
developed.
“ P a tie n ts a re being d is 
charged quicker and sicker,”
Haynes said.
She said this situation has
developed because hospitals
such as Penobscot Bay Medical
Center lim it their in-patient
services to acute care and those
who need a few extra days “ to
get on their fe e t” a re dis
charged. Haynes said there is
often no place for these people to
get the care they need.
(Continued on Page Two)

Concerns Aired
(Continued from Page One)
She said the home health care
services are being used to their
limit.
“ It’s a real crisis and its
frightening,” she said. “ People
a re going home without the
support services in place.”
A staff m em ber for the Com
mission noted that the two areas
of concern cited by the people,
health care and housing, are two
that used to be more heavilycovered by the federal govern
ment.

C o ilffiis s io n o n M a in e s i l u t u r a #
8

the hospital (Penobscot Bay,Medical};-. , mentioned that the;Dragon Cement*P

# 4
■]Co, at Thomaston wa? recently pur-j.
i |c o a s C ^ r e a M ^ j ^ %: Center) would have lo let people gffif, chased Jby a cbnso^tiunh froffijSpain. ,
because of high costs.was of c o n c e rn ^
She said many elderly telieyffthat},;}Many banks ■he said.rWerff'cohtrol-] .v
-led
N Q ^ ^ f o r ^ bl|: lo u s^ i health care’Will be Wore difficult (6- -5. Art’ apprbacH' worthlpursuing;' ;?f
ing indH ieall^|aM jj)F ^|^ elderly I
said, would be the' ideation?}
werf major, issues discussed/rhurs-** , ^[‘T^eTderly shoM d^coif^dijr^p}“Thomas
of a cargo-only airport within Maine..
whetfwe
look
to
the
future,C
ham
-'
dayjhight at'l^publicf hearing- con- |
>|He suggested that Loring Aiir, Force
y du'c#ed by^tfief Commission on %
.^BSseat Limestone beconvertedto a j
f\M a ije 's Future. The hearing was the'*;.
i^om&inrttibn] military^ml^p;cahgo vS third in seveflTto ^conducted by the%. j)f th% Methodist], Home?* explained}}gaiHieldr Loring; he. said,'was'-within;
£ cbnflnissibfyff p t | l | ratlof^.pf, coffl^f thefdilemma facing many elderly f ,fseven hours, flying tirnefrqm]major,
' piliife a report to.be submitted to the
witlffmodera tej- i ncomes.;. Sheysa id
points, in Europe.. He pojnted to a
therfewas sufficient housing in the; \\
/ ; Aftiette ^s.S:-^.nderson)l5.chair- u cityjor low-income.elderly, but. for ' fepM'ianu-based cargo^nly^airport .in,'
s |(Mi'ami,’ Fla.,( that ,was^ grq.wijig in,:.
matt; said therble of the commission. the, middle ihcom e^^ho4oneyeryr^gcargOf,volume
by $i.toilffperpent a-f]
thing right;” this housing is unay;ail-^i
\ wasjo identify, visions for the future
c h iM
thaweflbct the priorities and values a b ^ ;to them because,of mandated',; »>- Eleanon^Ward, tv
fjrst
s.electwoman;
of Itj^ine people add. to identify the inepme guidelines. Pe6ple]Whbwork|fiK'.from Unity, pointed out.the.difficul:}
issues that’already were shaping the;i all their lives, save money and built; I ties,of C$jnall towp tryii)gAt6 cope
\Mutuje. ■ " W M W ' f
'•■"v'?"' ■ a retirement fund, are unable tofind^]I' withv governmentjregulatipqs and
affordable, housing when, they sellfj\l still serve the needs, ofe the, people, j
N
14 'attending^ the'i Thursday
their homes, she said]f
^hearing includinga‘couple who had
^She said that the elderly, in her town
Haynes said .that, the; Methodist ;7.]were “too proud” to ask for help. She;
^ mo\5d to Round Pond from Massa- •;; Home,
was currently] investigating;
' chu&tts; ajormer resident who a]t-ff/
pgssibility of developing HpuSing*,-ms^aid that.thebiggesf proBle^ in Wal. lencfedtirbm , Westbrook-; to: make'l! the
Pdo County was jobs,
kP>:.'i j
J reccjnmendation^.^the, fmst select- 5 targeted for the: mi ad 1e-i ncome^,-g'll She also blasted the favorite whip;, ,
eldgfjy.
But,
she
said,
that
with
cpn^tj
Vv marafrom Unity, and several local .,
strubtion costs about $60,666-per] jtaping boy of most public officials, the
N are^popple,
'
1
unit^jjiany would be unable to afford .UMaine DepartmenL of Enviroa-,,
The overwhelming mood of (he
pmental.PrptecUbn]‘She complained '
vXgroiji was that'inefeased land val- ' to purchase such a unit WhOn couplpdi i||th a t 'regulations being imposed was
with
service
fees
and
expenses:
^
|
O-vues Were forcing people to'selj their
^placing a burden on. taxpayers. It
p^iorr|s, and that rising health care - -An"indication of how the elderly*-’} will cost up to $200,000 to close the
population
was
growing
in
the
area,.,,
J coslj were preventing some elderly
landfill', she said.*] ? T> *1
Haynes reported that the Meals oii,^ .Town’s]
' frorm getting adequate care, espe‘‘They won’t let us burnit. We used
cialFJ after being discharged from . Whggls program had.expqrien'w t^^ro*take]care of two other t'bwns'when
47-percebt] increase iff r&quests- for £8 fcwfe’cbuld burn arid] wff didn’t have !
the hospital.
. .;.; t
meals in one year. She] said many o f*|Frtny
trouble,” she said.'.'!feS/:S‘}
E p ^jce Anderson, project director f< those elderly were ijvuig aibne.andf^« | : Rep* Jamies Coles, D-Ha^swell, a ,
niany times, unable, ^ ’suitably p h rei
of tfeeRetiredSenior volunteer Pro*
ihember, of ] thefcomriiissibff, ingraft in Knox County, told the com for themselves. Especially affect«l;|Kformeff
Ward that tHe]DEP]was re-!!
mission that. “A great many.of our .. are those1who are (hscharged'fromglrspbrisible for; payirig!the closeout
eldS-ly will be, the homeless5o£-they, 5hospitals’1when they ho longer
^ costsfand that the tpwp was eligible
future. Skyrocketing land'costf are-:} quire acute‘care, but who still areflg fori-eimbureemerit of’any costs assofor<3ng people out of their^hopies.” / unable to care for themselves, r 3 : elated with that closing.].}']' } ' j
. ■•*i:
She9advocated that "a flexible tax:}
G; Menill Thomas of Westbrook, • } Ward'said she had tried to getbelp
basS for Ihose^oldgr. than 60 be estafcWk
but,was; told., there' was- no money
lished. 0therwis|sdihe,'.elderly resi-<! formerly] qf Rockland, presented a ] available.'
Coles offered to help the
^detat^w
ritten
report
to
the,
com-},
denis will be' unable! to keep tlfeitj*
selectman
deal with the state DEP.:
h o r f e . . ; ; ^ ^ w M * k ' • # "missionon his views on the’problems ]; ]] ‘ Anderson-Ross said' that during
and trends for the future. He recom- r
Aoderson said that the just-corn: the afternoon Thursday- the compleljd property valuations in Rock- .' . mended against development of rail—^inissibn met with several local area'
land had-' driven up. land values, ini “roads because trucks ‘ could
transport cargo for half the price. He - municipal; officials^and agency
son^cases. to more than 200 percent
warned
against the cbntinued prolif-;>- . heads. The big issue with them also
of {fevious values.
a
eration and control of major Indus}, ’ was affordable housing', she said.
j . Joyce Champlin, also a volunteer
% Other topics discussed Included en-!
/ woijer, said thathigh taxes and high . tries and commercial entities iff} ; ergy needs and transpbrtatioff ; ]!,/;.
Maine
from
outsidetihterests.
He]}
' heaBh casts were bf major; concern,
' to tffe elderly, Shfsaid the' news thatf-

b

IS

number of services for tourists?^atu&cting
"moreshfniher visitors to the'area*
■. The tourist industry iii, the Greater* Water-,
‘v iil£ a r ^ ik '$ $ 6 g M ^

.,Kf*-Kn. .
It^beenilllve^rs'i
^line’s F u i^^gott
^ H o v e r tfudgs^&q^Smy

. ^The-;

plehtkfd talk araut when/the jcbnuhiss|

tWinslow

rtoda-f--ati'WatlnHlfetDist^^

; -A-sortvof thqbile. tiiM^tank is copying to
„jwn and an infliiientiial onf^t is, with poUticaj,
heavies, planSfe^Uegfelators', lobbyist^ and j

s^Juam taf P etef*
{trespass;stemmihgfrom;herxeyiction;froxpa'

invited to jumpHg^i ''’ . ^
l Theidea,is.to,t

fmonths.
Her trader-

M flra g if& p r

hap-;.

[bdUce'say/lg

ble predicting what’s for breakfast might gulp
jonce dr twice when asked to tackle issues lik e .
■Maine’s aging riSpulation and “increased tra?j.
ffic congestion M d degradation of criticahni- 4
sourc&,a^^lf•,a :^ ^ ^ |!5l''lS.’ ' i i
Well?, it can Be' dofieHn feet, it.was
1977.., - ^ v
, • ■,

; Im m em ately' following^ the openingsre“marks b y M ayor Carey; Ms. Kany requested*
the fuU\assemblyi to divide itself ■inti^fow?^
'morninjifsubgroups, She informed the partici
pants that they were free to join the group, of j
t h ^ \ f b p i ^ ^ c b ? p ^ ^ p a n t ^ i n ' th& sub^ ;
groups'was asked to respond by questionnaire,,
to the probability‘d nd,desirability of 20 poSsi:, ;
ble future events that might transpire in the \
Greater Waterville Area, by the year 2000.,v * j

|y„ Last year, the Legislature established^an-;
1Other Commission on Maine’s Future to get a
| handle on howj we all. want, the state to be'in
the 21st centuiy. The Waterville Future’s Day
! iS.one of as. many as eight such days to be held
: in coming weeks.. • \ v w '
,
The idea is to get a.feel for what the genery
a f public* thinks, is important, presumably to
4void misunderstandings and end up'with a
;futurfe that is' not what people wanted at a ll..

• Event. One:,The state and private business •
“will enter into a cooperative partnership for,
economic development,? ' v ,
.
'y y
' In response to this potential future event
the respondents fejt tha t, this was both a desir
able and probable future: event. More than
half the group found it desirable, while sixty
percent thought it to be probable. However
more than two-thirds of the political subgroup l
and three fourths o f the social life subgroup, j
found the eveht to be desirabie.
'
j If- anybody.can get; a handle on the future j
and preserve The Quality of Life, these hand- \
picked experts can. To help them do that, the ;
Commission oh Waterville’s Future will take
the .Commission on Maine’s Future to the rail
road yard, then it’s on to the Two-cent Toll
Bridge and Fort ttalifax tor more talk1about
The Quality of Life, presumably as it relates
to the Kennebec River.
: >• f 1 & ?? v

.. .................... -,.

^ tvToday at 9 a .^ . Peters will appear, to plead
'not guilty arid’get:. a court-appointed lawyer.
►She hopes she’ll b'e able to tell the judge her ;
fside of a long Stoify that has a lot. to do .With the
U c For more ‘maiys two/months/i Peters has !

Uvhd'with her‘cafe.in ari'uhheated garage'of;fered by an .elde^rly couple on the Cushman ;
•ftoad.
^ : L^ . ‘
'► PeterS sleeps oh a lawn chair with a trou- ■
ble light attached, to it, with cans of motor oil !
' and tools pushed;to. one side to make’ room.'!
Shd.wears gray* plastic winter? boots,' green |
Woodsman’s pantslsweaters and Shirts; an d !
an old London Fog raincoat liner. <>W=- ' *
night,- as early as' 5:30 p.m. these days, j
Lthe burly gray-haired Peters puts a hood over !
her head and climbs, into bed because the "sleeping bag, with the cats piled on, is. the only |
%arm p la c e d * * 4
>•’» ^ There is no heat at all and the temperature ;
In the garage has dropped to 20 degrees.
> / ‘Don’t think-I don’t cry at night because I ;
Ijdo;-”-' Peters said, turning:, toward nearby- houses. “I see those chimneys and I’m in
iv A lot of people have tried to help Juanita !
^Peters over the past two months. The elderly
!;bwner of the garage has driven hundreds of
| Jniles looking for a trailer lot. Along with the.
j Winslow police, a state social worker has gotXen involved and there is housing available,
■;-but not- for. a strong-willed old woman with
{-n in ecafev.v^ v.' ; ^ s
In the meantirtie, the nights get colder and
;colder;i:
d
>-:>.■ \ . .
.. '
.• - So w’hat’s the answer? • . •
tfc , ■
1 It’s a tough question but maybe the Com-!
ynission.on Maine’s Future could think'about
.it/e v eh just-for, a few.{minutes after dinner,
-maybe, over coffee.
.
-i
v' They might even consider the fact that fof
some people the Quality of Life isn’t worth
'preserving, no matter how nice the view from
the Two-cent Footbridge,, that you‘can’t look
at the future without honestly facing the present.
• r , -. *i

for a b e tte r M a m e i?
Ihe Comrmssion on Marne s, , have; resulted? from® BUbUi
Future will be,meeting at the' mands. Thl popiita
Muskie, , Center ' Wednesday, , has grown nearly a quarteiihiiUion .!?5tpS
Oct. 26, from 6-9 p.m. and is virtual-;* people in three .decadegij. The: state 5
ly pleading with the public to show r prison system andf h(Mrlj§fevery^
up and speak out?-^ ^ y;^f.;? '; : i vcounty iaUer^now faces a^continu;*
The Commission seeks, to ident&'fhg 'p r o b l^ \o f;h 6 ^ ? ^ ^ n ^ ;to '^
fy issues, problems and opportuni-.house!offendere!.T^*j^^^^T4v^
ties facing the state over the next 20 h l • Upgrading the university sys-r
years and figure out how to handle tern. There is an, absolute,; uindenia-.j
them.
...
,
ble connection between the quality^
>'Anyone, concerned .'with public5^of a state’s higher educationsys-1
affairs should have no problem tenTand the pros^nty and quality l
coming up with a short,list of con- ^of life"oi'itscitizens;/Bad politics j
cerns, as'in the f o l l o w i n g ; and poor administration have ham-;!
/ Solid waste'disposal.’ Not onlV pered the Maine , cause.*. Only. re-,
does Maine have a problem with cently has the University system j
what to do with its own garbage, demonstrated the will to recover; If i
every night the out-of-staters keep it wants to lead; the people should*
trucking it into1places like Nor- be prepared to follow;* ‘/;''1/':*•.!,V-;' ■'
CWUCh.
. :i
..
: y . w Upgrading
U ^ g i a i U i l g the
w ic ,uinfrastructure;
u i» a w u v v i* * v .
ridgewock.
Affordable housing. Waterville Away from the interstate and the
1 _
‘ *
.. m»«1 ni A m____ - *1__ • '
n/l fl .. AM/I
roads
a and
stands
as a prime
example
of a Turnpike, Maine’s *«>A
creeping crisis. When the Hudson’s bridges are better suited for the
Modern Apartments were closed, 1950s than the 1990s. Route 1 has be-"
the best the city could do was place come one long Mam Street ‘which
tenants in motels. One source esti- every summer resembles a Califor-,
1mates the state'is losing 6,000 low nia freeway, unmoving. There still
income
arinuahy./s
high la
is III/
no ggood
UKZUilic units/
u iu iA
a i m u a u v v . tow
u u u way
w a y wto motor east and
priced development ana “condomi- west in'this state — nor in New
niumization’’^Qf . existing' units.' Hampshire: and Vermont* for that
There simply are fewer places for - matter;? With’ af 200,000. population
people,of modest means to live.
growth in - the past 30 years/ we
Water quality. In Greater Wa- ' haven’t built ■a major • highway
terville, the China Lake •potable since the Turnpike..
• A practical, enforceable loan
source is getting worse, suggesting
•Ihe need for a multi-million dollar program for Maine students. The
filtration plant; new wells or both. prime reason many bright high1
/*That may be the tip of the iceberg school graduates don’t go to college
■*s the waste disposal solutions help is simply because they cannot af
ford it. Between tax credits and ;
'pollute the aquifersV,Z ■t %
Diminishing forest reserves. It bond programs, this problem ought,
d
o esn ’tt oseem
out there
in to
♦ UVCOU
c c m possible
pw ooiw iv wuv
w*v*v *»»
W be solvable.
. •, ,, , • •
,
Hhe-woods, but the state’s forest
As we said,;this is a short list.;
products industries are running out We hope the public .will take wran-.1
*«£ trees. Thfey eat them fasten than tage of the Commission’s ayailabuIjhey can grirtv. *£>/: k-j
: - ity and willingness to listen. A little
Prison^and ja il space. Better *salesmanship fro m ? people with
enforcement’ and ! tougher: laws ideas never hurt any government.
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SffP%£t/H ^ ^ 0 ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ i m c m s r v i S B S T ^ a
ir ..-r Citizen participation-in pubUc decisiori-?« i Time. d e m a n f e ^ |J n ^ M g g ^ l
f-^i'making makes, th^wbrld go round;
;
as a cohimissionstudying Maine’s future is.f;, time job t t it pays,
{■■ Concluding that'more volunteer'servicewill
Such;a>yiew;,of le g is ia |iy ^ ^ ^ ^ m a ^ i
: ,•-be needed if.Maine is to meetJts future * t .h d p e x p |^
f; *• rhallpnups some indicators show the art of “there’s* direluctance'. on thefrarf^^

.< .
l', . ,
„ v.v y J-<icKing-.inai proDiem mays pe-one oi ine
The Commission on Maine s.
most chaUenging tasks for tbe fuw l^onU ie
• held a series of hearings around Majne f o r ^ state^
^
le v e l^ l^ M * !^ J
- its report on the state s challenge of the n e x t K; ?* guj nfak<fno mistake — the LssOe is time,
20 years. With l^al,growthK;ontrol mea- n o t m o n e y i C o m p e r i ^
,, sures on the fast-track, the state tax s tr u c -, mem5ers is $91900 for the first year of a two-'
ture sick, landfills full, and personal career ^- year te m •iij Which a lawmaker can expect
^ paths in fliw, a^clear m ess^ e, says com- to'spendfun to seven months; in- Augusta
mission spole^man Annette R. Anderson; is ,■„ pflgSjng hills.'The pay is $6,600 for the seci: that “ the individual! must participate on(j yearnin'which he or she can expect to
more” in Maine’s pubhc decision-makmg ^0—^
i,u /i four months
mrt«tWc in
iViK^ranUni
, r . __^ ,? «wi.
the Capitol.
v. rprocess.
.
•
/
-—— ..,-n -.in
. Sudji'.sei^Cewas nwer'^dyertiwd^hs era, r; Unfortunately,- as(.that need grows,' so payment. The volunteer spinf was. and is,
’ i does the burn-out rate among prospective part of the package.
j participants: such as working parents, douBiit how,'.with issues growing more comn uiw
ni~iU£i*anA hncv
ble-income tfamilies,!and
busy nrrkfpssifmals^
professionals piex —try tackling solid waste; the state tax
'-Vail struggling! t o ^ o ^ with the pressure- structure;'growth control and Mucatibri in
your spare tim e—such political service has
cooker worid;;n *.fa pi?
-v
more
of a sacrifide..th^.iminya
pMMh-.
The problem can'be clearly seen at the become
------------..r .------------ --* r : State House. Both parties had recruitment pie can afford to make. At the same time,
|. problems for 1988 legislative races. In the legislative campaigns are becoming'more
Maine House of Representatives, 19 incum- hard-nosed,.; with conflict-of-interest
j- bent legislators-— 13 Republicans and six ’ charges flying this year,-;-adding one more
Democrats— declined to seek re-election in disincentive'.to the list..On tiKe.local level —
: 1988. That’s six more lawmakers than de- the governmental ti^.wher^ln^y'.of'the
: dined to seek a new term two years ago. . crucial issues ,on such matters as growth
For the Republicans, the number doubled ‘ control will be^made — the problems will
•■from two years ago.i;; ,,
i' •' doubtless.be the same.
’y,..
:i In 31 races, a candidate faced no opposiThe Commission on Maine’s Future will
tiori; up from only. 17 uncontested races in repeatedly hear that Maine should cling to
1986. And among the surprise retirements " its heritage as a place governed by citizen
I from the Legislature this year were both the lawmakers, part-time local , boards, and
' House majority and minority leaders, Dem- grass-roots decision-making.
How Mamers can devise the incentives
: ocrat John Diamond of Bangor and Republi: can Thomas Murphy of Kennebunk, two that preserve that heritage while adjusting ^
; men considered bright future lights on the to changing times could well prove the most
challenging task ahead.
;v..^
- state political scenev '
-i
l
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Education a top concern at forum about Maine’s future
.... .
' ''‘‘'•'sf'f .'A
By Andrew Kekacs .
■%■. Business Writer * / / / 4

** e<&

'*

p r h e r e ls $ ;c 6 h c e r n

th^t^ieteMdki^.educatibri

^environment/- Economic* growthTAThe;
elderlyrEducatiohAThepoor.®
A -*-;*•„; . ’i a
These,are only some of the issues.
.....______
. .1.uiai-uie«0
-- • •••.■ .. . * ^ 5 2.___
. . . . -a
.^
_.. ... A . . .

state te g islatu re^ m o iV ac^ atel^ jU lsb t^

residents ~ must’consider ;aS Maine:marches,t AV a.;Kw 11£**j:7 ¥.c r

i.A-;tt>viA'
,
f

u; w ; *

issues most important to state residents, d efin e^ *

rocess,” he said. “We can’t have a conflict
E
etween young people and those who need re-.
:A; training over .(educational) resources.” r
;

The state’s quality of life — that almost inde-

[£, finable phrase that includes economic opportu

n i t y , . t h e so c ia l fabric and the unique
relationship between Maine residents 'and na
ture — was touched upon by many who spoke.
Gordon Manuel;-manager; of public af-1
Great Northern Paper Co., quality of
tied to “keeping the values of Maine
ve known in the past as we plan for the
future.,”
noted the conflict inherent
resources ..and economic

education must address the needs of a far more^ ta growing conflict for companies in the natural— “— ,_t:" *V“- H has in the past. Ai resources induistries.”
•
i something that, ends'£• .The conflict between development and rea high school or college diploma," said L /;; source preservation was one of the major topics
licatiori*v)as'dtfe?:6f;tHe^^fdremdst4“In';the,1940s^ Steve^:!Thornburg, director, of Eastern Mainer at‘a recent retreat for community leaders sponAVocational Technical Institute.
»
:
sored by the Greater Bangor Chamber of ComMaine needs to change its educational system merce, according to Elizabeth Scott Stowell, its
i. immediately,-according to Michael Aube,of t h e £ < |p r e s id e n t .. »»•-..
'
Stowell said the group also discussed the need
sA'for^problem-solving at the regional level,
•vV 'V 'r.

•

...„ ™ .
____ t \ support forweducation, investment!;in
- ^ ^ ‘■’^technoldgical ventures’ and greater involve;
ment in tne global economy by local businesses.*
LyiCMrltetNewtonjCexecutive director of Pen?
quis’‘GAP;5^autioned^the;commission n ot to’

.ovcsnioiSi^i^neiBds^t&theipa^.n^^i:

'^ “^edplewho^dbnotworkaredisehfranchised
|fro!nythisi^rocess}’|said;Newt6n5‘‘As you talk'
teboulthe developflfenf and'quality of life, you
!need to d^cide^whatlevel of income is adequate
.^Edwaifd McKeon,* economic devleopmentdisr&toi&for^Bangor^ discussed the probleins
causM ^fincreasin^ property taxes.
^v,
«s£“We need-to alleviate, local property taxfe?!;
.said McKeoh; who added that economic: devel
.opmentefforts on a local level will be derailed if
"citizensiare forcedto-control tax increases
ithrouglra spendingcan.'.^: , , - r ^

“We have heard about the need to strengthen
SA regional
OArtiAHAl approach
AMM.AAAU »A
.the
to problem-solving,’**
, said Annette Ross Anderson, chairman of the'
5commission. »“If counties are perceived as~
/weak;:how do you do it?”
. >• *
y- “We should reorganize the counties;” said'
;.Charles Pray, president of the state Senate.*
•'“As roads and highways were built and the
u infrastructure changed, towns within the coun
t i e s no longer have a community of interests ”

-i ■

T |>
^ e a a e r ^ d e t i n e a / p r ;o b l e m

s

e a s i ly ;
■ ffl”

•
.•> X'l.t • ..’
'
'jf'* ' try
the area remains rural “because that’s f counties,, said a^sufyeyipf his^qongrega-,.
what defines our way of l i f e t y our land; , , tions show local peopletwho grew up in thebased activities:'J'* * ■ ■■■ 2.
area a r e “frightened and in despair,£‘i~.{
“I would like to see this area remam a,;_ : They feel control oftheir, future has
rural ‘backwater’ where everybody, could," been turned over to outsiders andthe con
make a decent living aind have a good edu~ nection they had with the land has already
cation. I think people are1willing1to* do:
been broken: ;
-- without the fat living if they can live in an
While some people might feel, high
area they enjoy.”
taxes and trash disposal are the big prob
That would require a diversified'econlems Maine is facing^ Planting said one of
‘ omy dependent on small industries, said ’ .h is big concerns:is,;.“where are*all the .
i Kimber, “how much can we develop that
wise people going to come from .-.-. with
economy and still have the kind of life wq^ out some sense of the land?”*/, U l , .
i
want;to live here.”
■
~ v ;■
And John Jaworski, the executive di-^ i
a|£ Tom-McAllister, the general manager'
rector of the Androscoggin Valley Council j
of^Saddleback Ski Area, however, identi- , :'of Governments, said surveys of area r e s i-: j
fied a need to improve transportation as a ^
t .-major issue”,, while his wife, Evelyn, the: dents show, many, of, people’s concerns j
’ about the future relate to the land con->-,‘
1director; of the Rangeley . Lakes Areal;, cems like being priced out of the property !
H Chamber of Commerce,, said improving % .'market by rampant growth, restricted ,,i
the state’s economic climate should be a ^ public access to land and high taxes-, i „ ~ ,
priority. .
: • r Asked what directions the state’s lead
Scott Planting, the 1,1pastorli of three; , ers should take in addressing somePof the
small churches in Franklin’and Somerset , , issues, the community leaders weren’t a s ,,

talkative..,,
;;:
•
But Jay Town Manager Charles. Noo
nan suggested the state should provide
leadership, financial support and techni
cal aid, not just a blizzard of studies and
commission reports. *;
;
On the solid waste issue it’ would' be
good if the state were to help the towns set
up regional recycling centers and find;*,
markets for recyclable goods, Noonan said; "

.. . Jaworski said an effort to preserve the
uniqueness of each of Maine’s almost 500.
, municipalities should not include blanket
t regulations that treat them all the same,
i , - But he noted that in trying.to define a
Lvision of what Maine should be like two
' decades in the future^' the-Commission
! may be facing an impossible task: 20-year
, Scenarios are impossible to assemble bej cause it’s hard to look that far into the fu.tore. People are more concerned with the
. problems of today, he s a id r -.r w ? ' V- r
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Pub iclpff^m th^^
Commissior
By Dan; Austm>^&-
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lacki)] opinions yrheh the t^mfaissiori;.
QnMlfae’s,
comment at a Shearing held a£ the Uni-j ?
versfty of.MainiAtJ’a r m ^
tfus here
3 Established ,lBvf th£". l l k h | L e & & .
la ture to recbmmend'adesirable and,,
fe a ^ le de^cnptibSl'of th? state's.
ture, the commission has J>eeii hold-.
ing a series of public h^rings^acrossT
the state, to gathe^lnforination for, a >
report' wWclf,is^ta ,fe“pr«ented: to *
i' Mark13*Sullivan; executive directory .“ Annette'Anderson, fehahwoman o t the Commission, on. Maine s Fuof the Western Maine Alliance, listed:^ ’ ture, and moderator Richard Morton listen .to comments from^ the
a number of items which concern hisv.
group,“■including: r‘ trahspor^tion *.
needs; job training; tourism m anage\
& *' ’ ■ «•'ment;, the potential ttiat improved 0f j&e Famington Planning Board:, § ;;?:‘>There are many different types of
’ties with
Canada .■„Bailey is also a local Farmington intelligence,” saidMargaret Wescott,
' mpy hring; and 'attention to the legiti- farmer who is one of the lastjpereoiis . a physical education professor at the
■mala Mwirerhs Western Maine people':
Helivennd milk' door tti;.' University of, Maine at Farmington.

Wescott pointed out- to, the commis_______ w„ _
.
. . . .... , , _____ _________ .
>asa sioners that'new tests are being develrare,‘servicer to senior citizens;a'vdiimK farmer,” said5' Bailey, who oped that measure artistic, charisclean and healthy environment, and* a'g^ g the members of the commis- matic and physical intelligence,
affordable housing ar^only^ few M ^ how he could a ffo rd s continue ; w escott^ ^ ali^ ^ oh fte, commisthe concerns of the people.^.
his business. He said that he and othe sjoners tb bring with them to the govduiiivan
suuiva.. auu Outers
. . . -------- “ “*» farmers are oeing toreeu pUvO t.u^ ernor an understanding that Maine
told commissioners that, these con ness by high taxes. Bailey advocat _ needs to recognize that besides there
cerns- were the result of the state’s a break for the farmer and warned 1
mahy different ways to teach
fr-aftid‘economic growth:5" 1 ' :
. it doesn’t come someday _people, will there are also many different stu« “Economic growth is fine, but look be paying a day’s salary fora loaf of dents to teach
;
’ai w^iat you may lose,” said UMF stu- bread.” ^ ■• ' ----- Jack McKee,,an educator and a
fj_i.,
- * CilIM
fAtrQl w
f i & T_
F—
Sturievant
h
o
a
Jagainst uncontrolled v econom cdiscussed, few people had answers;
„Board
„ atvl also
a,-cA'«?«*«»
, M »H,.r<aMnn
spoke about
education in
in
H ow iver.-F r,,* C O ^ .O ,,
Maine’s future;*^',. | ,
'•> "
-• “Perhaps it’s time we were facing
up to the fact that we need to redefine
the mission of our schools,” said
McKee, explaining that schools are
J’frSmi'away” were driving up r e a lf^ “The future of Maine! depends upon doing a multitude of things that aren’t
by
tetate prices. He also blamed Maine >its government, a government'respond reflected
feM
- taxes. “Schools
, . . are
. .keep- .
landholders who he said were selling-'v'sible to the needs of its'citizens*}? he. -^>8 medical records for studrats.
bffOheir land for “the quick and big ; said.: “If businesses, are planning m ; Guidance
buck.”
: i t , y . ’- T * ' ^, '. .
‘ a , '.-ji’move
mandatory.
Problems with^ drugs,
u c k . .;v
moveand
anathey
uieyfind
unaaa government
g o v e A u i u c m that
u i « v are
“
V- r —
“We’ve got to: stop making, money <is responsive, to them,they>.will b e;. child abuse, and proMeire at home
off our b r i e r s a priority:' We’ve g o t, more willing to move intothetarea.”
to start caring'about people? We live!
While many talked about affordable schooJs.
are so m l ^ b lem a
L ia sic k w o r ld ^ sa id ^ te v a n t* , ^ housing, checks and; balances! for : »»d ought to be hancUedassuch If the
I -“People from- away have polluted rapid economic growth and the great ’. state wants ^ to *»“tow |^ h an d l^
and d^troyed' their: land, and now influx of those from out of-the state, ■:■
^the^teteouS to reflect
**------ 1 ttTcome to Maine
* * -* - and do it one of the main topics at the h e a r i n g o u g " 110retifecl
they
want
$aid McKee^-jj.-.^-,:
here,” said Kenton Bailey, a member was the future of educationin[Maine,

f

ommission

esiHuturei

e a t r n ^ th’e'4o-member Commission
Maine’s Future in 1987, to
t o “recom“m
buntains AllUihce tyill hosta public1 ...Maine’s
't)r,ltearidji;o^he^ Commission^dri ihend
. . . 'a desirable
.. . .. and
. feasible de-,
v^Maine’siFuture,vfrom 6' to 9 p m. .' scnption.of the state s future, _

|A Thursday, Nov. 10 in the North Din-! including an integrated and progres,^'lng HaU of.the Olsen Student Center siye plan for reaching the goals con-1
^^iat^the^Jfniversityfof Maine at " toined in.,that descnption : , ^ ^ ^
X

Members of the Commission from1
Farming
'.•V***
Western
include^ Barbara
% ' « 5day; hearing is;ope;of.a^. W
^tern,\ Mam4§
Marnei lncmae^
_ i § ’tfiecommissldri has conduct-^
Farmlngten^andDori>Cor-|
forwill hold around the state' nit it hssj. of Doyer-FoxOTOft^The com' mission-a» scheduled* to submit a
‘ fbrmajbrejiart to tfiefgovernor and
•The; 113tb Legislature established i the Legislature itfMahuary 1989.V.

Mihii$ fiisah.tJf'

CommissibW oh IVIaihe’s tiiffifliginformed ^
ofconcems! fromwestemMameofficials •• t

T. „ lSsuesane.Y.t , _________#
with cban^ngjfsociety, a changing
set of values/ and changing demands "k
1 -.-.in*
;
on' education," he, said.'
/FARMINGTON — 'Stab
The {state needs to provide school*
/nee. not state, mandates, is needed
districts iyiffi,the abjlity to find waysrto solve the state’s problems
That was the message given to the;—. other than taxes and bond iSsues to'?
Commission on Maine’s Future asjyy finance rapidly rising costs of educa-"'
more than 20 western Maine town^i
,vu
managers, politicians,, educators N
tion, Rutherford saidf ^ 1^ Pi#';* F ;
help,” Hesaid. “Perhaps there could
and business leaders met Thursday m
According to James Browse, ad -/1 be tax1 exemptions to recycling
at the University of Maine at Farm- 1
ministrator „pf„ Franklin1 Memorial //centers in Maine rather than the cost
ington. The discussion was the sev- .• ; Hospital, hospital care also is feeling ‘ ^0f 'transporting the waste* td
enth -in a series, of , meetings to ; ; the pressure of development, along ?1! Massachusetts.” .
“identify the forces shaping Maine’s
. with anuincreasingpopulation ,'of
‘ Noonan/’ said state government
future, during the next 20 years,”
Jj. elderly people.
v;,i. f . '. 11 should assist in developing various
said chairman Annette R oss. fe-• i “Baby-boomers are going to be' old 1 recycling efforts, and perhaps deveL
Anderson.
if- people.?.-.The nursing shortage is not
0p markets within Maine for the.
Anderson-said-the- commission^
from not fewer nurses, but from a/,; waste.1'*? n
was created in-1987 by the Legisla- •>
tremendous number of elderly need- - John Jaworski, executive director
ture “to work with Maine people ini
t ing services/L.We are not going to'
of the Androscoggin Valley Council"
developing a vision for the state.” ;. have* the people ready,, either in
of Governments, agreed that state
Among the concerns discussed a t5
numbers or training, to; provide ? mandates were1 not sufficient- to.
the meeting were transportation, in
those services,” said Browse.? 5, ., •/,' solve local problems.
. ■/
adequate downtown parking, solids !; Town Manager Charles Noonan of ;? “As you go farther up in governwaste disposal, greater demands on j
, Jay said his greatest concern was ^ ment; each issue becomes more dithe public school system, potentially ‘
pressure on property taxes brought
luted,” he said.
inadequate hospital facilities, and-i k about by unfunded legislative- '' 'Jaworski said that state and fed1?'
increased property taxes.
Ti
mandates.
•f>''j3?’% ,ejal mandates are a result of a conDana Bradley, Farmington town f
Noonan said.soM waste disposal-1 1 sensus that attempts to offer a .
manager, said solutions to the prob;
was predicted te cost as much as" common solution for diverse
lems created by development must ;
education in the near future: He sa id ^ problems,
be reconciled with “quality of life-.
hearings about solid waste disposal r. “Before mandating the solutions,1
...good home with affordable taxes,'
would, result only in “legislation;.'.: (state and federal government;1
good transportation, good hospital
which will cost municipalities and, should) mandate resolutions, and let care, and good schools.”businesses more money.”
municipalities do it in their own fash-..
He said that affordable housing is
“We rifeed more than that, we need/J, ion,” Jaworski said.1 , 1
becoming a “bigger and bigger is
sue.” Homes that now cost $50,000
will soon cost $150,000, he said.
But Carrabassett Valley Town'
Manager Preston Jordan said,
“What people think is affordable
housing m Portland is not affordable
to people in Carrabassett Valley.” *
Superintendent Lawson A. Ruther
ford of SAD 9 also was concerned
with rapidly rising costs and limited
funding resources. 'iij
A By John A: Messedei
■ Special to the NEW!

